
 

NEWSLETTER, September 2025 
 

Dear Carers and Parents, 

 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the academic 

year! 

 

All our learners have settled into school well and are engaging positively in their 

appropriate curriculum pathways. It’s been wonderful to see classrooms and other 

areas within our learning environments buzzing with activity and learners embracing new routines, 

experiences, and challenges. 

 

This newsletter includes a few general reminders, key dates for your diary, and a reminder of the 

term dates for 2025–2026, which you’ll find at the end of the newsletter. 

 

If you wish to discuss anything relating to your child or young person, please contact the School 

Office in the first instance on 01344 483872, or write a note in their Home School Link Book.  

 

Our Extended Leadership Team are also available to support you: 

• Primary – Sam (EYFS and KS1) and Nicky (KS2) 

• Secondary – Alison (KS3) and Janice (KS4 & KS5) 

• Woodlands Hub – Sheena 

• SENCO – Dawn 

 

If your query is urgent, please call the office directly and our team will ensure the most appropriate 

person responds promptly. 

 

We look forward to a positive and productive year ahead. 

 

Kind regards 

Jenny Baker 

Headteacher  

 

 

Our British Values 

 

We are thrilled to announce a new award, the British Values Award, 

that will be given out weekly to celebrate Secondary learners who 

demonstrate our shared British values around the school. We believe 

that these values—democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and 

mutual respect and tolerance—are the foundation of a thriving 

community.  

 

This award will recognise learners who embody these principles in their 

daily actions. Examples include showing mutual respect by listening to different opinions in class 

discussions, demonstrating individual liberty by making thoughtful choices during playtime, or 

upholding the rule of law by following school and classroom rules. We look forward to celebrating 

our learners as they continue to grow into respectful and responsible citizens and will roll this out to 

other departments later in the year.  

 

Our winners this month are: Mia, Monty, Sycamore Class, English GCSE Class, Christian and Zachary. 
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The Newbury Show 

 

Kennel Lane entered into the ‘Learning Outside the 

Classroom’ category at the Newbury Show, Education 

Tent.   

 

We displayed the work that learners from across the 

school produced during National Insect Week.  This 

included photographs from ‘bug hunts’ artwork’, some 

beautiful models and insects made out of vegetables!  

 

Over 20 schools displayed work and we were delighted to be awarded 3rd place in our category! 
     
                            

Enhancing Your Child's Digital Life with Parent Zone 

 

In today's fast-paced digital world, it can be tough to keep up with all the new apps, games, and 

online trends your kids are into. We're excited to share a fantastic resource that can help you 

navigate this space and support your children in becoming savvy, safe digital citizens: Parent Zone. 

 

Parent Zone is a non-profit organisation dedicated to providing a wealth of information and tools 

for families. Their website is packed with easy-to-understand guides on a wide range of topics, from 

setting up parental controls and understanding online gaming to spotting fake news and managing 

screen time. They also offer advice on how to have open conversations with your kids about digital 

risks, such as cyberbullying, online grooming, and misinformation. 

Check it out at parentzone.org.uk. 🌐 

 

Ruby’s Ramblings 
 

Ruby had a busy summer holiday, playing at the beach, 

climbing mountains and swimming at the Doggy Dips 

pool.  

 

She is really looking forward to working with 

the learners this term.  

  

 

 

School Lunches  

 
Please remember the following to ensure your young person’s school lunches are 

ordered on time.  

 

• School cannot place lunch orders on your behalf and if you forget to order a lunch, The Pantry 

can only provide a jacket potato option.  

• Meals need to be ordered before 9:30am every morning however, you can block book meals 

weeks or even terms in advance.  

• If your young person does not attend school, you must cancel their lunch on the system by 

09.00am on the day, otherwise you will be charged for the meal. 

• If you need any technical support, please contact The Pantry directly: Monday to Friday 7.30am 

to 5pm on 020 8813 7040, or by emailing anytime office@thepantrycatering.co.uk. 
 

 

mailto:office@thepantrycatering.co.uk
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Harvest Festival  

 

Once again this year, we are supporting the Bracknell Foodbank with your Harvest donations. 

Please drop any donations to the office by Friday 3rd October. Thank you for your continued support. 

 
 

Attendance  
 

A reminder that school starts at 08:45 for Primary and Woodlands Hub learners and 

09:00 for Secondary learners. 

 

Please remember to call or email each day your child or young person is unwell and 

will be absent from school.  Please do not email your young person’s teacher, SLT Link or Department 

Leader regarding absence. Please note that if we do not receive a call or answerphone message 

reporting your young person’s absence, a member of the team will call carers/parents to find out 

the reason for non-attendance at school. 

Email:  attendance@kennellaneschool.com  

Tel:   01344 483872 (there is an answerphone service if you are calling outside of school hours). 
 

 

 

Covid, Illness, Sickness, Germs, Bugs and other nasties  

 

Your cooperation is appreciated in adhering to the following when your young 

person is unwell: 

• For fever, please do not return your young person to school until 24 hours after 

the temperature has returned to normal.  

• For sickness and diarrhoea, please do not return your young person to school until 48 hours after 

the symptoms have completely stopped, i.e., 48 hours after the last episode.  
 

 

Transport  

If you are collecting your young person early from school for any reason, please 

remember to call the transport team and let them know. Likewise, if you bring your 

child to school late for any reason, please notify Transport that they will need 

collecting at the end of the day as usual. Please note that it is always a 

carer/parent responsibility to do this. Thank you. 

 

Mobile Phones  

 

A reminder that Kennel Lane School is a ‘No Phone Zone’. Mobile phones are not 

permitted to be used onsite, by learners during the school day or whilst carers/parents 

and other adults are visiting school. If you are visiting school for any amount of time, 

please do not be offended if a member of the team asks you to put your phone away if 

you are seen with it in your hand. Thank you. 
 

 

School Gateway 
 

As many of you know, we use School Gateway to communicate urgent or key 

information to you. If you haven’t already done so, please download this app 

from your usual App Store for the ‘School Comms’ service.  

 

If you already have the School Gateway app, please check that the email address you have 

nominated is still correct (please note there is only capacity for one per household).  Please email 

office@kennellaneschool.com if you need to make any changes. 

 

mailto:attendance@kennellaneschool.com
mailto:office@kennellaneschool.com
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Dates for the Diary   

 

Our term dates for 2025-2026 are at the end of this newsletter and are also available on our website. 
 

Friday 3rd October  Harvest Festival   

Thursday 23rd October  FOKLS Halloween Disco – tickets only 5.00pm – 6.30pm 

Friday 24th October  Leavers Certificate Assembly – by invitation 10.00am 

Monday 27th October to 

Friday 31st October 
HALF TERM  

Monday 3rd November  Inset Day – school closed to learners  

Thursday 27th November  FOKLS Christmas Disco – tickets only 5.00pm – 6.30pm 

Thursday 11th December  Christmas Jumper Day  

Friday 12th December  Christmas Fayre  Timings TBC 

Tuesday 16th December  Primary Christmas Production Timings TBC 

Wednesday 17th December  Secondary Christmas Production Timings TBC 

Thursday 18th December  Whole School Christmas Lunch   

Friday 19th December  
Award and Achievements Assemblies / 

Christmas Disco  
Timings TBC 

Friday 19th December  
End of Autumn Term  

Primary & Woodlands Hub 12.45pm Finish 

Secondary 13.00pm Finish 
 

Monday 22nd December to 

Friday 2nd January 2026 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  

Monday 5th January 2026 Inset Day – school closed to learners  

Tuesday 6th January 2026 
Start of Spring Term  

All learners return to school 
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