NEWSLETTER, March 2026 Kenne!

School
Dear Carers and Parents Valuing Achieverment

Encouraging Independence
Welcome to this bumper edition of our newsletter.
We've packed such a lot into this short half term, as you'll see from the following
pages!

I am thrilled to share with you that Kennel Lane School has been shortlisted for ‘School of the Year’
at the Pride of Bracknell Awards, along with our very own Sam Casella for ‘Teacher of the Year'. The
final awards ceremony takes place on the 24th April and, whatever happens, | want to thank you
for all of your nominations; it really does mean a lot to us.

On behalf of all of my colleagues, | wish you a relaxing Easter break and we look forward to seeing
you all again on Monday 13th April.

Enjoy this edition.

Best wishes
Jenny Baker
Headteacher

World Book Day

March the 7t brought another fantastic World Book Day at Kennel Lane School. As always, many

mre Of our learners dressed up as their favourite book characters. Following our Primary and
Secondary assemblies, we spent the maijority of the day working on our writing entries
. for the Corvus writing competition. The competition was designed to celebrate
children’s creativity, imagination and love of stories. Each learner completed a piece
of writing (or similar) at their level; this included scribed or recorded pieces, as well as
drawings or sticking symbols to convey an idea.

A huge well done to our competition winners:

In Primary — Niko, Sophie, Paul, Archie Ni, Isabella, Jack W, and in
Secondary — Hadley, Sam, Prudence, Tyler, Theo, Jonny, Mikayla,
Alfie, Alex, Daniil, Brandon, Kirill.

Each winner was awarded a certificate and a book or pen of
choice. Their writing will be added on to Earwig in due course.

We were also delighted to welcome visiting author, Dan Freedman. Dan is best known
for writing the ‘Jamie Johnson' series of books about one young person’s dream of
being the best soccer player in the world. It was wonderful to watch our learners truly
captivated with what Dan had to say in regards to both football and writing, as well as
following your passions.

Following his visit, Dan said:

“It was an absolute privilege to visit Kennel Lane School to help celebrate the joys of reading and
writing with the academy learners. It was such a positive experience. | thought the session went
really well and it was very impactful to see how many learners wanted to ask a question! They were
a great combination of enthusiastic, interactive as well as being very polite and listening well. They
represented the school fantastically.

Dan continued, “We discussed the power of reading and writing - and how sport and stories allow
us to make bonds and build friendships. We also talked about resilience and how real-life stories



can be weaved into fiction. Plus, we explored all the varied and incredible career opportunities
that are available within football, even if you don’t make it as one of the twenty-two players on the
pitch.

It was a pleasure to speak with the learners and big thanks to Sammy O'Brien for inviting me and
organising such a great day. | hope the experience encourages the learners to go for their goals.”

Sports Relief

The whole school recently took part in a sponsored walk to raise funds for this year's Sport Relief,
and what an incredible event it was! Our EYFS, KS1, and our Badger and Robin classes danced,
skipped, walked, and ran laps around the KS2 playground with huge enthusiasm. Meanwhile, our
Hedgehogs and Squirrels bravely took on the challenge of completing laps around the secondary
field. Special mention to Jasper in Fox for his hard work and dedication to raising a huge amount of
money for Sport Relief.

Our secondary learners also stepped up to the challenge, walking off site to complete their route,
following a map and showing fantastic commitment and maturity throughout. Every learner
demonstrated determination, energy, and wonderful school spirit. Well done everyone!

We are also delighted to share that our two football teams recently had the L
exciting opportunity to take part in a Secondary football match held at the -
Bracknell Town Football Club pitch. It was a fantastic experience for all
involved, and our learners were truly in awe of the impressive grounds—it
was a memorable moment from the second they stepped onto the field.
Both of our teams represented the school brilliantly, showing great
enthusiasm, feamwork, and sportsmanship throughout the event.

It was an exhilarating match that ended in a thriling 3-3 draw. Our scorers on the day were Tyler,
Sammi, Jonny, and Kirill, with Alex putting on an outstanding performance by scoring two of our
goals. The teamwork, determination, and positive attitude shown throughout the game were
fantastic to see. Of course, it wouldn't be a proper game without going to penalties—a huge well
done to Tom and Thomas, and Aiden, Daniil and Tyler who secured the win for Team 1.

A huge thank you for Jason Elwell and Bracknell Town Football for hosting our wonderful event and
Dan for referring.

STEM Day - Bright Sparks!

Learners across the school fook part in an exciting STEM Day focused on circuits
and static electricity.

As part of their investigations, they explored how everyday fruits and
vegetables can be used to power an LED light, discovering how chemical
energy can replace a fraditional battery. They also created complete circuits
using conductive dough, allowing them to see how electricity flows through different materials.
Learners carried out a range of hands-on static electricity experiments to observe what happens
when objects such as plastic rulers, combs and balloons become charged. In the science lab, they
watched a demonstration of the Van de Graaff generator, observing how various materials behave
when charged — including making their teachers’ hair stand on end!




Science Week

This year's Science Week was centred around the theme of “Curiosity”, inspiring learners to ask
scientific questions throughout the week.

Each day began with a video call where selected questions were answered. Some of the
fascinating questions included:

* “What is the fastest animale” (Surprisingly, it's the Californian mite when size is taken into account!)
* “Which particle has more mass than a Higgs Boson?g”

* “What are the white trails left behind by aeroplanes?2”
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Learners submitted many other intriguing questions, showcasing their enthusiasm
for the world around them.

Throughout the week, classes also carried out their own science investigations.
Using the scientific method, they planned their enquiries, gathered results, and
presented their findings at our Science Fair. The range of investigations was hugely
impressive, demonstrating curiosity, teamwork, and excellent scientific thinking.

KS3 Victorian Day

Classes in KS3 spent a full day immersed in all things Victorian as part of their work on “The World
Around Me."” To help bring the era to life, adults arrived dressed in authentic style Victorian costumes
before leading learners through a series of themed activities.

Throughout the day, learners experienced:

* Traditional Victorian handwriting, practising copperplate script using dip
pens and ink.

* Deportment lessons, learning how young people of the era were
expected to sit, stand and behave.

* Nature studies, exploring how Victorians observed and recorded the
natural world.

To add to the fun, everyone took part in classic Victorian playground games such as marbles and
hoops and stick. Learners also made their own version of Victorian “gruel’—a simple (and not very
filing!) meal Victorian children might have eaten if they were hungry.

The immersive experience gave learners a vivid insight intfo Victorian daily life and helped deepen
their understanding of this historical period.

Eid

The whole school took part in various Eid celebrations on Monday 23 March.
Learners were treated to a wide selection of traditional foods such as Naan, Dates,
Soan Papdi and Pheni as well as fruit and croissants. Primary and Woodlands Hub
learners celebrated in their class rooms whilst the Secondary and Meadow learners

met together in the hall and were served by learners on the Hospitality pathway.
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Learners then extended their knowledge in classrooms, looking at the Quran and
other Muslim artefacts.




Working Experience

Learners from the Sports Pathway went on a work
experience frip to ‘Places Leisure' in Wokingham. They
spoke to a range of staff from personal trainers to café
assistants about what it was like to work in a leisure centre.

Ruby’s Ramblings

In March, Birch class have been working with Ruby outside.

womng for her to drop the boII
Zachary is walking Ruby slowly on the
lead and Jamie is asking Ruby to wait.
Aydin has been brave and is
stroking Ruby without wearing “3
the gloves.

Cooking with Jan from Newbury Showground

Oak Class enjoyed another fantastic cookery session with Jan from Newbury Showground. The focus
of these sessions is on cooking with fresh, seasonal produce, helping our young people develop
both their culinary skills and their understanding of where food comes from.

During this session, learners demonstrated excellent peeling and chopping skills
as they prepared a delicious dish of roast chicken with seasonal vegetables.
The results were so impressive that some learners couldn’t resist tasting their
creations straight away—while it was sfill hot, fresh, and full of flavour!

Equipment Donation

Thank you greatly to Eleanor Barringer and the team at Klarna for donating some
gloves and steel toe capped boofts to the Horticulture pathway cohort so they
can safely carry out their gardening tasks.

Real PE Bursts

Congratulations to Daniel from Hedgehog class who has already won free football tickets through
using the Real PE Bursts app! Here's a reminder of how you could be in with a chance to win yours!

Get ready to score big! & Want the chance to win FREE football tickets? It's simple:

just download the Real PE Bursts app on your smartphone or tablet and start earning @, @
active minutes. The more you move, the more chances you rack up—it's that easy! App _,.‘ni_,_(’
invites have already been sent, so jump in, get active right from home, and you could -@-@
be cheering from the stands before you know it. Don’t miss out—get moving and win!



Community News
Easter Stay & Play at ‘Our House’

Join us for a Fun and Friendly SEND Stay & Play session during the holidays.
Looking for a welcoming space where your little one can play, explore and thrive?2

Come along to our Stay & Play sessions at ‘Our House', Toutley Road, Wokingham, RG41 1QN -
where you can enjoy a relaxed and inclusive environment designed especially for children with
additional needs and their families.

No need to book, just drop in and join the fun. We can't wait to welcome you and your little ones
on Monday 30th March, 10am-12pm and Wednesday 8th April, 10am-12pm

Dates for the Diary /

Our term dates are also available on our website.

END OF SPRING TERM

Friday 27t March Primary & Woodlands Hub 12.45pm finish
Secondary 13.00pm finish

Monday 13t April START OF SUMMER TERM

Monday 4" May Early May Bank Holiday

School closed
HALF TERM

Monday 25 May
to Friday 29 May




