
 

NEWSLETTER, January 2026 
 

Dear Carers and Parents 

 

January has been a productive start to the Spring 

term, and learners have quickly settled back into their classes. Looking ahead to 

February, we have a number of exciting events and activities planned, which we 

hope will continue to support learners’ development and independence, including 

Safer Internet Day, World of Work Day and our Multi-Cultural Day. 

 

Further upcoming dates for your diaries are as follows;  

 
Date & Time Event Who? 

Friday 23rd February  

Timings TBC 

RWI Training Session  All carers and parents who wish to attend 

Thursday 5th March 

 

World Book Day  Learners can wear book character costumes 

to school 

Monday 2nd March 

13.30pm  

Secondary transition information  Year 6 carers and parents 

Friday 6th March  

13.30pm  

Options information event  Year 9, Year 11 and Year 13 carers and 

parents  

Thursday 12th March  Sports Relief  Learners can wear sporty clothes to school, 

including football kits  

 

Best wishes 

Jenny Baker 

Headteacher  

 

Personal, Social and Health Education 

 

This term in Personal Development, our semi formal and formal classes will be exploring the theme 

“Growing and Changing.” Using the Growing and Changing strand of the PSHE Association’s SEND 

Framework, learners will learn about how their bodies change as they grow, recognising different 

feelings, developing independence with self-care routines, and understanding personal boundaries 

and privacy. To support learning at home, you can help by naming body parts using simple, 

consistent language, encouraging young people to notice and talk about their feelings, and giving 

them opportunities to practise everyday independence (such as dressing or brushing teeth).  

 

A useful website for families is the NSPCC’s “PANTS” resources, 

which offer accessible guidance on how to talk to children about 

keeping themselves safe: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-

children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/  

 

Please speak to your class teams if you would like any more 

support. 

 

Preparation for Adulthood Roadshow 

 

Our Formal learners from Years 9–14 recently attended the 

Preparation for Adulthood (PfA) Roadshow at Bracknell and 

Wokingham College. Learners had the chance to explore a range 

of stalls and services that support life after school, including local 

colleges, supported employment providers, social care teams, 

travel training, and community leisure opportunities. They asked questions, collected information, 

and learned more about pathways such as internships, vocational courses, and independent living 

support. It was a valuable opportunity for learners to begin thinking about their future options and 

the skills they will need as they move towards adulthood. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/


 
 

2 
 

Ruby’s Ramblings  

 

Ruby has been visiting Badger class this January. The learners have really enjoyed doing the cup 

trick with Ruby as well as walking, brushing and giving her lots of treats!  

 

Here is Rhys with the cup trick, Xander 

giving Ruby a treat, Amaya giving Ruby a 

stroke and Elsie-Joan taking Ruby for a 

walk. Well done everyone!  

 

 

On another subject, after 21 years for me and 5 years for Ruby working at Kennel Lane, it is time to 

hang up the lanyard and lead. In July, at the end of the summer term, Ruby and I will be taking 

early retirement. I have been inspired and humbled by our young people and you, their families. I 

can honestly say that the time I have spent at Kennel Lane has been a privilege.   

 

We will say our final good bye and thank you in July and are looking forward to working with you 

and enjoying our last term and half at Kennel Lane.   

 Michelle and Ruby 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Mimi, Aiden and Chelsea for achieving 100% 

attendance last term. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Real PE Burst 

 

Get ready to score big! ⚽️ Want the chance to win FREE football tickets? It’s simple: just 

download the Real PE Burst app on your smartphone or tablet and start earning active 

minutes. The more you move, the more chances you rack up—it's that easy! App invites 

have already been sent, so jump in, get active right from home, and you could be 

cheering from the stands before you know it. Don’t miss out—get moving and win!  

 

 

Dates for the Diary   

 

Our term dates are also available on our website. 
 

Monday 2nd to Friday 6th 

February 
Children’s Mental Health Week  

Tuesday 10th February  Safer Internet Day  

Monday 16th to Friday 

20th February  
HALF TERM  

Monday 23rd February  Inset Day – school closed to learners  

Friday 27th February  RWI Training Session for Carers/Parents Letter to follow 



 
 

3 
 

Monday 2nd March  Secondary Carers/Parents Options Session Letter to follow 

Thursday 5th March  World Book Day   

Monday 9th to Friday 13th 

March  
Science Week  

Thursday 12th March  Sports Relief   

Friday 13th March  STEM Day   

Friday 27th March  
END OF SPRING TERM  

Primary & Woodlands Hub 12.45pm Finish 

Secondary 13.00pm Finish 
 

 

 


