NEWSLETTER, June 2019
I hope you all had a relaxing half term break.
At the end of May we held a very successful Sports Day and
luckily the weather was kind! This month we have also taken
part in Bell Boating, the Inter-School Tag Rugby and an inhouse workshop for some of our learners in ‘Resilience’. Remember to put the 7th July in your diary
for the FOKLS Summer Fun Day, which is always a great day out for all the family. There are many
more fun activities planned for the remainder of the Summer term and please check the ‘Dates for
the Diary’ section for further details of events.
This is the last newsletter of the academic year, as the Annual Report will replace the July newsletter.
Naturally, at this time of year, we say goodbye to some members of staff, many of whom have
been with us for a number of years. I would like to wish them all the very best for their future.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you for welcoming me back for this short time and wish
all of our Year 14 leavers every success for the next step of their journeys.
I hope you enjoy this edition.
Kind regards

Andrea de Bunsen
Acting Head Teacher
Breakfast Club
Our Support and Intervention Team run a very successful
breakfast club, focusing on ‘Nurture’, which is a key part of our
TALENTS curriculum. Identified learners are able to come and
make their own breakfast, which promotes independence and
sharing a meal, which, in turn, promotes listening skills and social
interaction. After breakfast, learners and staff take part in an
activity of either question cards, scenario cards or an emotions game.
Inter School Tag Rugby
A group of seven learners from Elm class recently took part in an
Interschool Tag Rugby Competition at Brookfields School, Tilehurst.
They played very competitively and improved in their team skills as
the competition progressed. Unfortunately they did not get through
to the finals after extra time and a sudden death playoff but did
achieve a very well earned third place. Well done Elm Class learners!
Sensory Storyteller
On Thursday 13th June, we were delighted to welcome Bernard the Sensory
Storyteller to selected classes across the school. Bernard told different stories to
each class using a range of sensory props. All learners were engaged and took
part in all aspects of the story.

Sports Day
On Friday 23rd May, we held our annual Primary and Secondary sports days. A big thank you to
our Secondary learners who helped staff on the day. Everyone had a great time and showed
some real sportsmanship. Well done everyone!
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The Butterfly Café gets a Makeover!
This term, Primary classes have participated in a competition to
decorate butterfly templates to brighten up the “Butterfly Café” in our
outdoor area. Sapphire class won the prize for the most colourful and
everyone’s butterflies are now on display for all to see.
Toyota Minibus
We are incredibly grateful to Jemca Toyota who, once again, have
awarded us a grant enabling us to keep the eight-seater Toyota minibus
for another year.
Four learners from Primary and Secondary went with staff to the Jemca
showroom to be presented with a cheque from the company. This very
generous grant means we can take part in school trips including horse
riding, work experience and community links.
Sun Safety
Summer’s here at last so remember that when you’re out and about in the sunshine,
put on some sunscreen before you leave home and wear a hat to protect your head
and sunglasses to protect your eyes. Parents and carers are welcome to send glasses
and hats into school, but please make sure they are named, as without a name, we
cannot guarantee they will be found again if misplaced.
Footballing Success
Many congratulations to our very own Nicky (Citrine class teacher) on her award for
“Top Goal Scorer” at Binfield Ladies football team, for scoring 20 goals this season!
Nicky was also shortlisted for the Bracknell EPC Female Player of the Season –
unfortunately she was pipped to the post but a fantastic achievement anyway!
Well done Nicky 
School Gateway
If you haven’t already done so and have an Android or iPhone, please
download this free app for the ‘School Comms’ service. This saves us the cost
of a text when we need to communicate urgent news or information to you.
Regatta for the Disabled
Make a note in your diary for for the 10th Anniversary Regatta for the
Disabled at Henley on Saturday 31st August from 10:00 until 4:30pm. This
promises to be a fun day out for all people with a range of disabilities. Entry costs £5 (children under
4 years and carers go free) and there is free car parking.
Activities include bell-boating, wheelchair accessible boat trips, Millers Ark petting zoo, face
painting and a live band. Hot and cold food, including vegan and vegetarian, drinks and ice
cream will be available.
This exciting event is being held at The Paddock, Phyllis Court Club, Marlow Road, Henley-onThames, RG9 2HT. For more information visit www.regattaforthedisabled.org.
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Measles Mumps and Rubella Vaccinations
We have been asked to pass on this important information by NHS Berkshire.
There has been a sharp increase in the number of cases of measles reported nationally and globally
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-47940710 as well as an increase in mumps cases for 15-24 year
olds. Berkshire Healthcare provides immunisations against infectious diseases for all school-aged
children, and we want to assure you it is not too late to get your child vaccinated. Children are at
risk to themselves and the wider community if they have not received two doses of MMR (usually
given at 13 months and 3½ years). Measles is a highly infectious viral illness that can be very
unpleasant and sometimes lead to serious and potentially life-threatening complications, initial
symptoms may be similar to cold-like symptoms such as a runny nose and high temperature.
Measles is a notifiable disease and if your child has not received two combined MMR (Measles,
Mumps and Rubella) doses of the vaccine or, has previously received the singular MMR vaccines,
they will not be protected and they are at risk of contracting the illness as well as passing it on to
others, especially at risk are the vulnerable (babies and individuals with life limiting conditions). Two
combined MMR doses are required for full protection. If you are unsure about your child’s
immunisation history, check their Red Book.
There is no charge for this vaccination and we offer a number of community clinics across Berkshire
both after school and on Saturdays, the service is available to all children attending state,
independent and special schools. This vaccination is not routinely available from GP practices for
children of school age. If you would like your child vaccinated, or require further information, please
contact us by emailing bks-tr.SchoolimmunisationTeam@nhs.net or by calling 01753 636759.
Dates for the Diary
Tuesday 2nd July

Parent and Carer Workshop – EYFS Attainment

2.00pm – 2.45pm

Sunday 7th July

FOKLS Summer Fun Day

12 noon – 4.00pm

Monday 15th July

Parent and Carer Meet the Tutor Coffee
Afternoon

1.30pm – 2.30pm

Wednesday 17th July

Leavers Prom – Carnation Hall, Winkfield

7.00pm – 9.30pm

Friday 19th July

Leavers’ Awards and Achievement Ceremony –
by invitation only

9.30am

Friday 19th July

End of Term

1.00pm (for learners)
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