
 

NEWSLETTER, September 2019 
 

Welcome to the first edition of our newsletter for 

this academic year.  It is lovely to be back and 

seeing all our learners settle in so well.  I am 

looking forward to meeting those of you who 

can attend the upcoming Parents and Carers sessions.  

 

Over the summer holidays, the school learning environment has continued to be 

developed.  These developments have included the Woodlands Hub garden and learning space 

and the area outside the 14-19 building.  The scheduled completion for the Creative Media Suite, 

incorporating the school Radio Station, the continued renovation of the school’s swimming pool 

and the creation of an independent living area is the latter half of the Autumn Term. 

 

The school continues to focus on its 8 key priorities which are:- 

 

1. We keep the emphasis unremittingly on the development of the whole learner. 

2. We deliver consistently high quality teaching and learning. 

3. We encourage all learners to make good or better progress. 

4. We work tirelessly to diminish the difference and overcome disadvantage. 

 

In relation to the school culture and organisation we will strive to: 

5. Grow capacity and sustainability. 

6. Build a culture of teamwork and collective accountability. 

7. Develop and maintain high levels of staff job satisfaction and fulfilment. 

8. Strengthen partnerships within and across schools 

 

To support the implementation of our vision:-  “We enable our learners to understand the world 

around them, become fulfilled individuals and active and compassionate citizens by providing an 

innovative and outstanding education”.  

 

It has been wonderful to see the range of learning activities our young people across the school 

have been engaged in from the beginning of term, for example, Bucket sessions to support 

effective communication, offsite visits to promote independence and writing activities across the 

curriculum.  Whilst the weather has been nice, it has been great to see our learners making full use 

of our outside spaces which include new mud kitchens, playground markings, seating areas and 

games.  
 

Best wishes 

Jenny Baker 

Headteacher  

 

Attendance  
 

Please remember to call the school office each day your child or young person 

is unwell and will be absent from school.  There is an answerphone service if you 

are calling outside of school hours. This is a legal requirement and if we are not 

notified, an unauthorised mark will be used which could affect your child’s 

attendance percentage.  Thank you for your co-operation.  
  

School Gateway 

 

If you haven’t already done so and have an Android or iPhone, please 

download this app for the ‘School Comms’ service.  This saves us the cost of a 

text when we need to communicate urgent news or information to you.  Thank 

you for your cooperation.  
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Illness, Sickness, Germs and Bugs  

We’ll soon be at that time of year when we all succumb to an illness or two.  Your 

cooperation is greatly appreciated in adhering to the following when your young 

person is unwell:-   

 

 For sickness and diarrhoea, please do not return your young person to school until 48 hours 

after the symptoms have completely stopped. 

 For fever and temperature, we recommend your young person stays at home until 24 hours 

after the fever or temperature has broken. 

 

School Lunches  
 

The cost of school lunches is now £2.30 per day.  Please remember that school lunches 

must be paid for in advance.  If at all possible, we’d prefer you to manage your 

account online and doing it this way means you will be able to choose your young 

person’s menu in advance.  Please register at www.feedinghungryminds.co.uk 

 

Flu Vaccinations 
 

Vaccinations against flu will take place on Friday 18th October (second dose appointments for 

learners having the vaccination for the first time will be on 22nd November).  Consent letters have 

been sent home already.  Please return these forms without delay, even if you do not want your 

young person to have the vaccination.    
 

Transport  
 

If you are collecting your child or young person early from school for any reason, 

please remember to call the transport team and let them know.   

  

Likewise, if you bring your child to school late, please notify Transport that they will need to be 

collected at the end of the day as usual.  It is always a parent/carer responsibility to do this.  Thank 

you. 
 
 

Car Parking  

We would kindly remind you to adhere at all times to the Highway Code, paying 

particular attention to double yellow lines, “keep clear” signs and school zig-zags, 

as well as avoiding parking on blind bends and being careful not to block our 

neighbours’ driveways or access.  This will not only help to keep Kennel Lane 

residents happy but will ensure the safety of our young people too.  Thank you 

very much for your co-operation. 

 

School Photographs 
 

 

You will all by now have received your proof(s) of your young person’s school photograph.  The 

deadline for ordering school photographs is Monday 14th October. 
 

Kennel Lane Halloween Disco 

 

Make a note in your diaries for the annual Halloween disco on Thursday 24th 

October 5.00pm—7:00pm.  There will be a tombola, treasure hunt, raffle and prize 

for the best costume.  Look out for the flyer with ticket request in your young 

person’s bag in the next few days.  
 

http://www.feedinghungryminds.co.uk/
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Family Support  

 

We are pleased to have expanded the support we offer parents and carers via 

our family support service within school. Suzi Franklin and our new family support 

worker, Kathy Mason are available to support families with various needs 

including: 

 

 signposting and referrals onto other services 

 advice and support with behaviour at home, toileting and sleep 

 support with completing paperwork such as DLA forms 

 school attendance 

 advice and signposting with financial and housing needs 

 general support 

 a friendly listening ear 

 

If you would like any support from Suzi or Kathy please speak to your child’s class 

teacher. 

 

SENCO Update 

 

My name is Dawn Day and I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself as 

the new SENCO for Kennel Lane School, having taken over from Brett Davies.  I will 

have met or spoken to some of you in my previous role as SEN Manager at Bracknell 

Forest Council. I am very excited to be working directly for the school, having 

worked closely with the Headteacher and staff team for over 6 years, and working 

with and supporting learners at Kennel Lane. 

 

If I can support you in any way, please give me a call via the main school office 

and I will help with any queries or enquiries you may have.   

 

I look forward to updating you further on my work in the school over the coming months. 

 

Key Stage 1 moves! 

 

Topaz and Sapphire classes are now settled into their newly refurbished 

classrooms. Topaz have a dark sensory space, group room, new 

interactive whiteboard and outdoor learning space. Sapphire classroom 

has new flooring, equipment storage and is freshly decorated. Next to 

Sapphire classroom, there is also the additional benefit of a continuous 

provision room, set up to provide on-going learning opportunities from the Early Years Foundation 

Stage curriculum including role play, mark making and number.  

 

Donation to PhysioNet 

 

Last term, Kennel Lane School donated mobility aids to PhysioNet, an 

organisation that redistributes equipment around the world to where 

they are needed most.  John Tapscott from the Rotary Club of Saffron 

Walden collected walkers, wheelchairs and standing frames that 

learners at Kennel Lane School have outgrown.  The intention is that they 

will be put to good use in places as far flung as Pakistan and Ghana. 
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Bracknell Forest Courses at the Open Learning Centre 

 

The Open Learning Centre have been busy preparing for the Autumn Term and have a great 

range of courses on offer.  Courses of interest to parents this term include: 

 

How to become a Learning Support Assistant - starting on Thursday 10 October 

Personal development week (stress management, personal goals, self-confidence) - starting 2 

December 

Feeding fussy toddlers - starting 15 October 

Paediatric first aid – on 4 November 

 

More information about courses can be found by visiting:  

www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/community-learning  

or follow on Facebook www.facebook.com/bracknelladultlearning 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary   
 

Friday 18th   

October 
‘Flu Vaccinations All day 

Friday 4th 

October  

Primary ‘All Join In’ Afternoon 

Secondary ‘Bring and Share’ Coffee Afternoon 

Woodlands Hub Coffee Afternoon 

Key Stage 5 ‘Welcome to Sixth Form’ Coffee Afternoon 

1.30pm – 2.30pm 

Monday 28th 

October to Friday 

1st November  
HALF TERM  

Friday 22nd 

November  
Second ‘flu vaccination booster (for identified learners) All day 

Wednesday 4th 

December    

Primary ‘All Join In’ Afternoon 

Secondary ‘Bring and Share’ Coffee Afternoon 

Woodlands Hub Coffee Afternoon 

1.30pm – 2.30pm 

Monday 9th 

December  
Key Stage 4 and 5 ‘Next Steps’ Event   

Thursday 12th 

December  
Secondary Christmas Fayre  1.30pm 

Friday 13th 

December  
Key Stage 5 trip to Winchester Christmas Market  All day  

 

Tuesday 17th 

December  

 

Secondary Christmas Production  

Primary Christmas Production  

10.00am 

1.30pm 

Thursday 19th 

December  
School finishes at 1.00pm for all our learners  1.00pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.webenrol.com/bracknellopenlearningcentre/?page=detail&courseCode=8314&cat=15&location=&locationCollection=0&
https://www.webenrol.com/bracknellopenlearningcentre/?page=detail&courseCode=8335&cat=15&location=&locationCollection=0&
https://www.webenrol.com/bracknellopenlearningcentre/?page=detail&courseCode=8321&cat=1&location=&locationCollection=0&
https://www.webenrol.com/bracknellopenlearningcentre/?page=detail&courseCode=8328&cat=15&location=&locationCollection=0&
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/community-learning
http://www.facebook.com/bracknelladultlearning

