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NEWSLETTER, January 2021 
 

Dear All, 

 

The current Covid-19 situation has meant 

that the Spring Term has not begun in the 

way we were all hoping for.  However, as a 

school community, we are continually striving to support each other to make 

sure all our learners are looked after and receive the best education that can 

be provided within the current circumstances.  Since the beginning of term, we 

have been working with those carers and parents who would like their young 

person/people to return to school.  For those young people at home, we are providing a wide range 

of Remote Learning opportunities, as per our Remote Learning Offer.   

 

We have looked at the possibility of establishing a Lateral Flow Testing facility onsite for our 

Secondary learners, however, all tests would need to be self-administered and the vast majority of 

our learners would not be able to do this.  In addition, we received no responses to our request for 

volunteers to help staff organise and run this facility, neither do we have appropriate space onsite 

without having to impact our current Bubble arrangements.  Therefore, we will revisit this in the future 

since, unfortunately, it is not something we can currently offer. 

 

It has been lovely to see all the pictures of our young people learning onsite and at home.  We 

would like to extend this as we did in the Summer Term, by sending home a newsletter for our 

learners to share their learning journeys with each other.  If you would like for your young person to 

be included in these newsletters, please send your photos to Sam Morgan via email, 

samantha.morgan@kennellaneschool.com. 

 

Hopefully, it will not be too long before we can welcome everybody back to school safely.  In the 

meantime, if there is anything else we can do to support your young person/people, please do not 

hesitate to contact the school.  

 

Best wishes 

Jenny Baker  

Headteacher  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madi and Emma 
using Numicon 

Logan and Amelia 
working on their 
numeracy skills 

Logan made his own 
Kandinsky’s Concentric 
Circle  

Bay class made jam tarts and 
this lovely new sign for their 
classroom!  

Darcie-May is 
working hard on her 
writing at home.  
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Message from Peter Floyd, Chair of Governors 

I have gained a lot more respect for those having to cope with children at home 

since starting ‘home schooling’ for my Year 5 grandson this term.  As the son of 

a teacher, he can access some in-school time but each Wednesday, and at 

certain other times, he attends ‘my school’.  I’ve tried a structured and 

disciplined approach, but I clearly don’t warrant the respect usually given to his 

teacher; I’ve tried relaxing the rules, coaxing, pleading and even bribery but just 

as I was concerned about being too lenient I received his assessment that I was, 

in fact, “too strict”.  Added to that, I am now worried about losing whatever ‘fun 

grandad’ qualities I had in order to get him focussed on Maths and English tasks 

that I have either forgotten how to do or for which they have totally changed the rules since I was 

at school.  It is becoming clear that I will win neither of the Teacher or Grandad of the Month awards 

for January!   

 

But now, with four weeks’ experience, I am becoming philosophical – I have come to the realisation 

that I can only do the best that I can do and if I can look myself in the mirror when this is all over 

and tell myself that, then I (and my grandson), will have survived. This new attitude does not mean 

giving up, it means continuing to try hard, but it also means accepting that there are limits to what 

I can do and, as importantly, understanding that this situation is not easy for a young person either. 

He has not been able to see family and friends that he normally sees, go to 

places or do things that he normally does – all of this leaves unspent energy 

that you would think could easily be channelled into home lessons, wrong! 

When in a place where he generally relaxes and plays but is now asked to sit 

in front of a screen and do schoolwork all that energy seems to get 

misdirected. 

 

So, I salute all of you that are dealing with similar situations – for you it has been longer and more 

intense plus …. you can’t send the young person back at the end of the day! I hope that you are 

not beating yourselves up for not doing it well enough, are able to accept that you can only do 

your best and that with the help and support available from the school and elsewhere we will get 

through this and back to normal at some point. 

 

With best wishes  
 
 

Ruby’s Ramblings  

Happy New Year! I hope you all had a lovely Christmas, albeit a quiet one.  It 

was my first Christmas and I think I like it!  I enjoyed the wrapping paper more 

than the presents as you can see.  

 

I also enjoyed lots of walks over the break.  

 

I am still visiting school a couple of times of 

week, but because of the new lockdown I can’t 

see learners for a while. In the meantime, I am 

busy working on my skills so that when we can, I 

will be able to walk with you and play with you.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

3 
 

 

Governor Pen Portrait  

 

Hello, my name is Carol and I am a Co-opted Governor at Kennel Lane School.  

 

I have lived locally all my life so I have a good understanding of our neighbours 

and the local community. I am married to Ray and we have two sons Stuart 

and Robert and very lucky to have our grandchildren Tom and Lucy. We all 

enjoy our family time together. I care for my elderly father, he is disabled and 

house bound (until I break him out and we go for a car ride!). 

 

I have worked at Kennel Lane School for 27 years; I have supported our young people across the 

school from tiny two-year old’s to grown up nineteen-year old’s. For many years I have been the 

lead for the Student Council – our favourite times are always Red Nose Day and of course, Children 

in Need with our very own Pudsey.  We always host an exciting day and raise lots of money.  In the 

past, the Student Council have organised three-day residential trips. Taking our young people away 

was a joy. We used to stay at Douai Abbey Cottages and we always had fun and practised our life 

skills.  Not a lot of sleep for staff but quite enjoyable!  

 

Seven years ago I became a Princes Trust Advisor.  I really enjoy helping our young people getting 

ready for the wider community and moving on.  It is an accredited course where many life skills are 

modelled, practiced and then mastered. I mainly support with English and Maths Intervention, 

Social Skills and ELSA.  It is so rewarding helping a young person achieve their goals during a one to 

one session. 

  

I feel passionately about supporting the education your young person receives, to assist in 

supporting them in reaching their full potential and I was delighted to have been voted onto the 

Governing Body as co-opted Governor.  I wanted an insight into how decisions, budgets and 

challenges are made; changes that I wanted to be a part of and have a voice to make that 

difference. The other Governors have been very helpful and have supported me through the many 

different things I needed to learn.  The Local Authority Governor training is also excellent.  

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary   
 

 

Monday 15th – Friday 19th 

February 
HALF TERM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

4 
 

COVID-19 RELATED PUPIL ABSENCE 
A QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE FOR CARERS AND PARENTS 

 

 

 

What to do if… 
 

Action needed  Return to school when… 

My child has Covid-19 symptoms: - 

 HIGH TEMPERATURE- this means you 
feel hot to touch on your chest and 
back 

 A NEW, CONTINUOUS COUGH – this 
means coughing a lot more than an 
hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 
in 24 hours 

 A LOSS OR CHANGE TO YOUR SENSE 
OF SMELL OR TASTE – this means 
you’ve noticed you cannot smell or 
taste anything 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
Contact school to inform us 
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days  
Get a test  
INFORM SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY ABOUT 
TEST RESULT 

…the test comes back negative. 

My child tests positive for Covid-19 DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
Contact school to inform us 
Agree an earliest date for possible return – 
minimum of 10 days  
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days  
Bubble isolates – remote learning  

…they feel better – they can return after 10 
days even if they have a cough or loss of 
taste/smell as these symptoms can last for 
several weeks 

My child tests negative  CONTACT THE SCHOOL 
Discuss when your child can come back to 
school (same/next day) 

…the test comes back negative  

My child is ill with symptoms not linked to 
Covid-19 

FOLLOW USUAL SCHOOL ABSENCE POLICY 
PROCEDURE  

…after 48 hours following the last bout of 
sickness/diarrhoea if this is the cause of the 
illness  

Someone in my household has Covid-19 
symptoms  

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
Contact school  
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days  
Household members get tested  
INFORM SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY ABOUT 
TEST RESULTS  

…the test comes back negative 

Someone in my household tests positive 
for Covid-19  

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
Contact school 
Agree an earliest date for possible return – 
minimum of 14 days  

…the child has completed 14 days of isolation 

NHS test and trace has identified my child 
as having had close contact of someone 
with symptoms of confirmed Covid-19 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
CONTACT SCHOOL 
Agree an earliest date for possible return – 
minimum of 14 days  

…the child has completed 14 days of isolation 

We/my child have travelled and has to self-
isolate as a period of quarantine 

Do not take unauthorised leave in term time 
Consider quarantine requirements and FCO 
advice when booking travel 
Agree an earliest date for possible return – 
minimum of 14 days from return date 
Self-isolate the entire household  

…the quarantine period of 14 days has been 
completed 

We have received medical advice that my 
child must resume shielding  

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
CONTACT SCHOOL  
Shield until you are informed that 
restrictions are lifted and shielding is paused 
again 

…school informs you that restrictions have 
been lifted and your child can return to 
school 

My child’s bubble is closed due to a Covid-
19 outbreak in school 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
At home support your child with remote 
education provided by school  
Your child will need to isolate for 14 days 

…school will inform you when the bubble will 
be reopened. 

 


