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NEWSLETTER, March 2021 
 

 

Dear All, 

 

This term has gone so incredibly fast!  We’ve 

had a very enjoyable end to the Spring Term with everybody returning on 8th 

March.  Feedback from class teams has been extremely positive and all the 

learners have settled back in to the school routine and seem very happy.  It’s 

lovely to see them able to socialise and spend time with their peers once more.  

 

Lots of fun was had celebrating World Book Day and Red Nose Day – thank you 

for your support in arranging/making costumes, photos of which can be seen below.  

 

On behalf of the entire school team, I’d like to wish you a happy and relaxing Easter break.  We 

look forward to seeing everyone return to school on Monday 19th April, in their Bubbles, for what we 

hope will be a fabulous Summer Term!  

 

Best wishes  

Jenny Baker  

 

 

Lockdown Walks 

 

Over this latest lockdown, Luke from Sycamore Class accepted the challenge to 

walk as many miles as possible for a Bracknell Foodbank. 

 

Luke took breaks from his home learning and went for walks every day (sometimes 

more than once) with his Mum. He tracked his steps and his miles and in total 

walked 169 miles – this meant over lockdown Luke walked the equivalent distance 

from Bracknell to Leeds!  Luke’s hard work meant lots of food was donated to the 

foodbank. Luke really enjoyed his challenge and received a medal at the end of 

it – well done Luke! 

 
 

 

Primary Bird Boxes 

 

The Primary Department have been delighted to receive two 

wooden bird boxes, designed and handmade by one of the 

Kennel Lane staff team. They are really beautiful and already have 

pride of place in the Primary department.  We’ll keep you posted 

as to whether any birds move in!  
 

 

 

Red Nose Day  

Red Nose Day for Comic Relief this year was a much quieter 

event than in previous years but nevertheless, learners and staff 

dressed up and took part in Red Nose activities throughout the 

day within their classes and bubbles.  

 

We will not know how much money was raised but wish to thank 

those of you who kindly donated online.  If you haven’t donated 

but wish to, you can still do this at https://donation.comicrelief.com/.  Thank you.  

https://donation.comicrelief.com/
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World Book Day  

 

Everyone dressed up as their favourite book 

character for World Book Day on the 4th March.   

 

Along with Mr Daydream, Harry Potter and a 

number of the cast of Toy Story, we wonder if it was 

the staff or learners who had the most fun…?? 
 

 

Ruby’s Ramblings  

 

 

I had a super time dressing up as a super hero and visiting 

some of you in class for Red Nose Day – this was Squirrel Class. 

 

Have a lovely Easter - see you in the next newsletter!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Way / 3M Collaboration 

 

We have been extremely lucky to have been contacted by a charity 

called United Way UK, who have been working with 3M in Bracknell on a 

project called “Reading at Home” which aims to support literacy through access to books.  Through 

funding by 3M, each learner at Kennel Lane has been given two high quality Scholastic books to 

keep and enjoy at home. We are very grateful to 3M for this generous opportunity.  

 

One parent wrote:  

 

“Please can you pass on thanks to 3M for their very kind donation to Kennel Lane School. 

Their kindness has meant so much especially in such difficult times. It’s truly heart-

warming to know a large multinational company like 3M reaches out within its local 

community and makes such a big difference”.  
 

 

Independent Living Flat at KLS 

 

This half term, KS5 learners have been able to access the new 

Independent Living flat.  It has been very exciting for them to be 

able to use this wonderful purpose built area to practice skills 

which would enable and 

encourage them to live more 

independently as adults.  They have been working on 

targets relating to clothing and maintenance of clothes and we 

hope that they are all now helping with the washing, hanging 

and ironing of clothes at home!  

 

Next half term we will be working on our cleaning skills and learning how to maintain and clean the 

bedrooms and bathrooms. 

 

‘Howdy’ Hawthorn 
class team! 

Learners in Oak class 
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The Maths Bracknell Forest Region Competition 

 

After a long time away from school, some learners from Kennel Lane entered 'The 

Maths Bracknell Forest Region Competition' – we were one of 4 schools entered 

representing 30 classes!  Nine learners took part in this week-long, ‘just for fun’ 

competition.  All of our learners were successful in getting in the top 250, some were in 

the top 50 and one learner finished in the top 10! 

 

Everyone was delighted to receive a certificate for their participation and all are looking forward 

to taking part in the next competition.   Well done to everyone involved!  
 

 

Well done! to Steven in Hawthorn Class who has shown fabulous 

confidence and brilliant focus using power tools whilst making a 

stool during his construction lessons.   

 

Nice work Steven!  

 

 

Message from Peter Floyd, Chair of Governors  

 

In the last Newsletter I spoke about the Parent Governor vacancies, our campaign 

to fill those vacancies and how important a contribution Parent Governors can 

make to the work of the Governing Body.  

 

We were unable to fill our vacancies with current parents this time around, 

although I would like to compliment the two parents who expressed an interest 

and with whom we had a conversation about what the role entails and how 

interesting and rewarding it can be.  I would like to encourage more parents to 

take that route i.e., don’t just think that it’s not for you, find out, have a chat with us – we will be 

honest with you about what is involved, how much your contribution would be appreciated and 

how you could make a difference.  If you would like to know more, please contact Fiona, our Clerk, 

via email clerk@kennellaneschool.com or just ask the school office to forward your details to Fiona.  

 

As an interim measure we have appointed Bev Mitchell-Wright to the position of Parent Governor 

until we can recruit current parents. Bev has been a Parent Governor for eight years and is currently 

Vice Chair of the Governing Body, her current term of office has just ended and although her son 

has now moved on to further education, Bev is still able to strongly represent a parental view on the 

Governing Body and we are delighted that she has agreed to continue being a governor.  

However, we are still committed to seeking representation from current parents and will, therefore, 

be running the recruitment and election process again early in the next school year, but… as 

mentioned already, there is no need to wait until then to talk to us and find out what is involved.  

In the meantime, have a good Easter break. 

Regards,  

Peter  
 

 

Anyone for Tennis?  

 

Latika Junior Tennis Club are running tennis sessions for children of all ages and levels, 

including Easter Camps and month long trial sessions on a Saturday and Wednesday 

at both Latika and Jocks Lane in Bracknell.  For further information, visit 

www.mattreidprocoaching.co.uk or email info@latika.co.uk.  

 

mailto:clerk@kennellaneschool.com
http://www.mattreidprocoaching.co.uk/
mailto:info@latika.co.uk
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Message from Dawn Day, SENCO 

 

Through conversations with parents and carers at annual review during lockdown 

it has become clear what an amazing job you have done with your young people. 

There have also been discussions which have taken place where you might have 

had a concern about something. 

 

With this in mind I will be starting a ‘SENCO Drop-In’ every Friday morning from 09:00 – 10:00.  This will 

be an opportunity for you to have some time to chat with me about anything that you might need, 

related to the support your young person receives at school.  Initially, this will be done virtually but I 

am hoping that going forward we can have face to face chats again. 

 

If you would like to book a time to see me, please email me dawn.day@kennellaneschool.com.   

 
 

GEMS 

 

We have been asked to share details of this service which gives 

information and advice for parents of children and young people with 

autism and/or ADHD in the Bracknell. 

 

“GEMS is for children, young people and adults who are diagnosed with, or who may have, autism 

and/or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). The service also supports parents and carers. 

Whatever stage of your autism/ADHD journey you are at – pre-assessment or post-diagnosis – GEMS 

offers a single point of contact where you can access information, advice and support. 

 

You can find further information of what the service offers at https://www.gems4health.com/.” 

 

Dates for the Diary   
 

 

Thursday 1st April  

End of Spring Term: 

Bubble 1   12.15 pm 

Bubble 2   12:15 pm 

Bubble 3   12:45 pm 

Bubble 4   12:30 pm 

Bubble 5   13:00 pm 

Monday 19th April  Start of Summer Term  

 
 
 
 
 

From all of Robin Class! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dawn.day@kennellaneschool.com
https://www.gems4health.com/
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COVID-19 RELATED PUPIL ABSENCE 
A QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE FOR CARERS AND PARENTS 

 

 

 

What to do if… 
 

Action needed  Return to school when… 

My child has Covid-19 symptoms: - 

 HIGH TEMPERATURE- this means you 
feel hot to touch on your chest and 
back 

 A NEW, CONTINUOUS COUGH – this 
means coughing a lot more than an 
hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 
in 24 hours 

 A LOSS OR CHANGE TO YOUR SENSE 
OF SMELL OR TASTE – this means 
you’ve noticed you cannot smell or 
taste anything 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
Contact school to inform us 
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days  
Get a test  
INFORM SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY ABOUT 
TEST RESULT 

…the test comes back negative. 

My child tests positive for Covid-19 DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
Contact school to inform us 
Agree an earliest date for possible return – 
minimum of 10 days  
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days  
Bubble isolates – remote learning  

…they feel better – they can return after 10 
days even if they have a cough or loss of 
taste/smell as these symptoms can last for 
several weeks 

My child tests negative  CONTACT THE SCHOOL 
Discuss when your child can come back to 
school (same/next day) 

…the test comes back negative  

My child is ill with symptoms not linked to 
Covid-19 

FOLLOW USUAL SCHOOL ABSENCE POLICY 
PROCEDURE  

…after 48 hours following the last bout of 
sickness/diarrhoea if this is the cause of the 
illness  

Someone in my household has Covid-19 
symptoms  

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
Contact school  
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days  
Household members get tested  
INFORM SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY ABOUT 
TEST RESULTS  

…the test comes back negative 

Someone in my household tests positive 
for Covid-19  

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
Contact school 
Agree an earliest date for possible return – 
minimum of 14 days  

…the child has completed 14 days of isolation 

NHS test and trace has identified my child 
as having had close contact of someone 
with symptoms of confirmed Covid-19 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
CONTACT SCHOOL 
Agree an earliest date for possible return – 
minimum of 14 days  

…the child has completed 14 days of isolation 

We/my child have travelled and has to self-
isolate as a period of quarantine 

Do not take unauthorised leave in term time 
Consider quarantine requirements and FCO 
advice when booking travel 
Agree an earliest date for possible return – 
minimum of 14 days from return date 
Self-isolate the entire household  

…the quarantine period of 14 days has been 
completed 

We have received medical advice that my 
child must resume shielding  

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL  
CONTACT SCHOOL  
Shield until you are informed that 
restrictions are lifted and shielding is paused 
again 

…school informs you that restrictions have 
been lifted and your child can return to 
school 

My child’s bubble is closed due to a Covid-
19 outbreak in school 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
At home support your child with remote 
education provided by school  
Your child will need to isolate for 14 days 

…school will inform you when the bubble will 
be reopened. 

 

 

 


